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Site  Photograph  1 

Entry  to  park  from 
Blue  Hill  Avenue. 
Stone  wall  and  piers 
and  mature  trees 
create  a  strong  entrance. 
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Site  Photograph  2 

Inside  edge  of  entrance. 
Attractive  stand  of 
mature  trees. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Area  of  pavement 
in  poor  condition, 
worn  grass. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  16 

Entrance  to  Softball 
field. 


Site  Photograph  17 

Entrance  from  Talbut 
Avenue.   Granite  pieces 
used  as  access  control. 


Site  Photograph  18 

Playground  -  Debris 
from  dead  tree  needs 
removal.   Rubber 
safety  surface  at 
base  of  structure 
easily  removed.   No 
slats  left  on  swings. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  13 

Playground.   Mature 
trees  have  been  encased 
in  pavement . 


Site  Photograph  14 

Recently  constructed 
basketball  courts. 


Site  Photograph  15 

Recent  tree  plantings. 
Guy  wires  and  poles 
should  be  removed. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Clay  surface  tennis 
courts  -  unusable. 


Site  Photograph  8 

View  across  field  to 
MDC  poolhouse.   Edge 
of  cricket  pitch  at 
right.   Area  of 
poor  percolation  and 
ponding  in  center. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Access  from  Westview 
Street.   Granite 
pieces  used  as  access 
control. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

View  across  site 
showing  housing  at 
left  and  building 
at  far  end  of 
park. 


Site  Photograph  1 1 

View  across  site. 
Cricket  pitch  in  center 
and  M.D.C.  poolhouse 
at  far  end  of  park. 


Site  Photograph  12 

Mature  tree  planting 
provides  attractive 
shaded  walkway  at 
end  of  site. 


Neighborhood:  Mattapan 

Site  Name:  Harambee  (Franiclin  Field) 

Location:  Blue  Hill  and  Talbot  Avenues 

Acreage:  45.59  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Harambee  (formerly  Franklin  Field)  is  a  very  large  park  that  has  been  developed 
with  athletic  fields  and  courts  as  well  as  playgrounds.  The  park  also  incorporates 
an  MDC  skating  rink/pool  complex  and  a  city  tennis  complex.  Several  groves  of 
large  post  oak  trees  are  located  along  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  park,  while  the 
western  edge  of  the  park  is  planted  with  mature  trees  and  embellished  with  well- 
constructed  stone  walls. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  vary  considerably  in  condition.  The  stone  walls, 
sports  lights  and  most  of  the  fencing  are  in  good  condition.  The  benches  vary 
firom  good  condition  to  unusable.  The  pedestrian  paving  is  generally  in  fair 
condition,  although  some  sections  are  very  poor.  Recently  constructed  granite 
block  seat- walls  are  of  poor  workmanship.  The  athletic  courts  are  generally  in 
good  condition.  Two  of  the  soccer  fields  are  badly  worn  and  compacted,  and  the 
third  has  an  irregular  slope.  One  little  league  field  is  in  overall  good  condition. 
The  second  needs  restoration.  One  of  the  two  cricket  pitches  is  in  good  condition, 
while  the  second  is  in  poor  condition.  The  playgrounds  are  generally  in  poor 
condition.  The  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition,  but,  staking  wires  need  to  be 
removed.  Several  oaks  on  the  Talbot  Avenue  playground  are  in  decline.  The 
grass  is  mosdy  in  fair  condition,  and  is  poorly  mowed.  A  large  area  behind  the 
MDC  complex  has  poor  drainage. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Harambee  offers  great  potential  to  satisfy  the  area's  active  recreational  needs,  but 
there  are  several  problems  that  work  against  this.  Maintenance  of  fields  and 
courts,  grass  areas  and  trash  is  inadequate.  The  circulation  system  is  inadequate 
as  well,  and  there  is  a  need  to  develop  pedestrian  links  between  park  areas,  plus  a 
walkway  along  Westview  Street  Additional  issues  include  the  visual  dominance 
of  MDC  and  park  buildings,  which  block  park  access  and  visibility.  The  large 
trees  on  the  Talbot  Avenue  playground  are  suffering  from  being  encased  in 
pavement  The  porlc'i  original  stone  walls  ara-imprcssive,  but  recently  con-    JO. 
9hoa.Xjfjhei}uality-©f4he-otigiBal-walls.  '^^^-^^-^Jfr:^ 
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Neighborhood:  Mattapan 
Site  Name:  Harambee  (Franklin  Field) 
Location:  Blue  Hill  and  Talbot  Avenues 
Acreage:   45.59  A      Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. 


MT-l 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Harambee  (formerly  Franklin  Field)  is  a  very 
large  park  developed  with  athletic  fields  and 
courts  as  well  as  playgrounds.  The  pctrk  also 
incorporates  an  M.D.C.  skating  rink/pool  complex 
and  a  City  tennis  ccatplex.  Several  groves  of 
large  Post  Oak  trees  are  located  along  the 
eastern  boundaries  of  the  park  necir  an  elementary 
school  and  Talbot  Avenue.  The  western  edge  of 
the  park  abutting  Blue  Hill  Avenue  is  also 
planted  with  mature  trees  and  embellished  with 
well-constructed  stone  Wcills  with  granite  caps 
and  gates.  There  are  basketball,  street  hockey 
and  volleyball  courts,  a  playground  and  a  tennis 
court  building.  A  second  complex  of  basketball 
courts,  little  league  field,  cricket  field  and 
playground  is  located  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
park.  In  the  central  park  section  are  football 
and  soccer  fields. 

Ihe  standard  park  built  elements  vary 
considerably  in  condition.  The  stone  walls, 
sports  lights  and  most  of  the  fencing  are  in  good 
condition.  The  benches  vary  frcm  good  condition 
to  unusable.  The  pedestrian  paving  is  generally 
in  fair  condition  although  scsne  sections  are  very 
poor.  Recently  constructed  granite  block 
seat-walls  of  recent  installation  are  of  poor 
workmanship.  The  athletic  courts  are  generally 
in  good  condition.  Two  of  the  soccer  fields  are 
badly  worn  aind  coipacted,  and  the  third  hcis  an 
irregular  slope.  One  little  league  field  is  in 
overall  good  condition.  The  second  needs 
restoration.  One  of  the  two  cricket  pitches  is 
in  good  condition,  while  the  second  is  in  poor 
condition.  The  playgrounds  are  generally  in  poor 
condition.  The  trees  aire  mostly  in  good 
condition,  however,  staking  wires  need  to  be 
removed.  Several  Oaks  in  the  Talbot  Avenue 
playground  are  in  decline.  The  grass  is  mostly 
in  fair  condition,  and  is  poorly  mewed.  A  large 
area  behind  the  M.D.C.  coiplex  has  poor  drainage. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Harambee  offers  great  potential  to  satisfy  the 

area's  active  recreational  needs,  and  in  the 
number  and  vciriety  of  its  facilities  it  goes  a 
long  way  toward  providing  for  those  needs. 
However,  there  are  several  prctolenis  that  work 
against  this.  Maintenance  of  fields  and  courts, 
grass  areas  and  trash  is  inadequate.  The 
circulation  system  is  inadequate  as  well,  aind 
there  is  a  need  to  develop  pedestrian  linkages 
between  park  areas  and  a  walkway  cilong  Westview 
Street.  Poor  drainage  in  scjne  field  areas,  soil 
catpaction  and  irregular  surfaces  in  places  all 
need  attention. 

The  major  visual  problem  with  the  park  is  the 
domination  of  the  Blue  Hill  Avenue  edge  by  M.D.C. 
and  City  park  buildings.  Buildings  block 
visibility  and  access  into  the  park. 

The  park's  mature  trees  provide  attractive  shaded 
areas  and  visually  strengthen  the  Blue  Hill 
Avenue  entrance.  More  plantings  of  trees  would 
further  enrich  the  site,  particularly  at 
entrances  and  along  edges.  The  leirge  trees  in 
the  Talbot  Avenue  playground  are  suffering  from 
being  encased  in  pavement. 

The  peirk's  origincLL  stone  entrance  walls  are 
inpressive  and  the  recently  constructed  walls 
fall  far  short  of  the  quality  of  the  original. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STA>1DARD    PARK 
BUILT    ELEMENTS 
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SPORTS  FACILITIES 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  NO. 


.  Neighborhood ••  1aatt>sF>>>4 

^  Site  Name:HOMT  FiAY^g^OMiD       Site  Type:/^^'-'--t-^tiiv  p^-"^  tirr^ 

Location:  PyX^r^^^^^xv Acreage;  n^g  i  A     

Evaluation  Teani:^1^  ^^fT  Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Date:     ^  l^.  ^"7  ^\.Kvti 

Surrounding  Land  Uses 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

General  character  of 
naturally  wooded 
portion  of  site. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Trash  build-up  in 

corner  of  basketball 

courts.   Fence 

installed  at  base  of 

wall  results  in  leaves 

and  debris  trapped 

between  them. 

Site  Photograph  3 

Basketball  courts. 
Shade  trees  planted 
along  street  edge. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Walkway  along  edge  of 
park.   Well-built  wall 
but  blocks  visibility 
into  park.   Trees 
growing  well  in  generous 
plant  bed.   Car 
inappropriately  parked. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Entrance  from  Almont 
Street.   Chain  used  as 
access  control.   Swings 
and  clubhouse  behind. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Timber  play  structure 
in  poor  condition. 
Shade  trees  good. 
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SITE  NO 
Site  Photograph  7 

Guy  wires  and  stakes 
have  been  on  trees 
8  years  and  should 
be  removed  immediately. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Poor  grass  mowing  - 
small  mower  not  used 
to  get  into  corners. 


Site  Photograph  9 

View  across  ball- 
fields  . 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

Playground  at  edge 
of  property.   Is  it 
part  of  park? 


Site  Photograph  1 1 

Area  at  end  of  park, 
used  as  community 
gardens. 


Site  Photograph  12 

Well  laid-out  walkway  - 
in  need  of  weeding. 


Neit;hb()rh()()d:  Mattapan 
Site  Name:  Hunt  Playground 
Location:  Almont  Street 
Acreage:  17.81  A 
Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


Site  Description: 


Hunt  Playground  is  a  large,  multi-purpose  park  located  on  the  west  side  of 
Almont  Street  near  its  junction  with  Blue  Hill  Avenue.  The  park  has  very  limited 
road  frontage.  In  addition  to  entrance  from  Almont  Street,  park  access  is  gained 
from  a  small  abutting  lot  off  Orlando  Street,  as  well  as  at  the  ends  of  Culbert  and 
Favre  Streets.  The  eastern  half  of  the  park  consists  of  a  high,  dry  rocky  area  with 
a  natural  oak  and  black  birch  woodland.  In  the  western  half  of  the  site  below 
steep  slopes  with  rock  outcroppings  there  is  a  large  field  sports  area  with  a  cricket 
field,  Softball,  little  league  and  soccer  fields.  Along  Almont  Street  there  are  tennis 
and  basketball  courts,  a  recreation  building  and  a  small  playground  area.  A  stone 
wall  edges  the  park  along  Almont  Street.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  .Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  vary  considerably  in  condition  from  good  to 
unusable.  The  sports  courts  are  mosdy  in  good  condition,  but,  backboards  need 
repair  and  tennis  net  poles  need  hardware.  The  playing  fields  are  in  fair  condi- 
tion, but,  the  infields  need  major  repair  and  reconstruction.  The  center  of  the 
soccer  field  is  badly  worn  and  the  soil  is  compacted.  The  two  playgrounds  are  in 
poor  and  minimally  usable  condition.  The  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 
Recently  planted  linden  trees  have  not  had  their  guy  wires  removed,  and  wires  are 
starting  to  girdle  the  trunks.  Grass  is  mostly  in  good  condition,  although  not  well- 
maintained.  Renovations  to  the  park  are  scheduled  by  the  city. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Inadequate  maintenance,  vandalism  and  inappropriate  use  have  caused  damage 
and  deterioration.  The  limited  amount  of  road  frontage  in  combination  with  the 
three-and-one-half-foot  stone  wall  makes  park  supervision  particularly  difficult, 
and  likely  aggravates  vandalism  and  use  problems.  Access  and  circulation  are 
also  very  limited,  and  every  access  point  has  a  chain  across  iL  Desire  lines  in  the 
park  indicate  a  need  for  further  pathway  development  Equipment  in  the  play  area 
is  inadequate  if  this  is  to  be  used  as  a  neighborhood  playground. 
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Nei^±xDrhood:  Mattapan 
Site  Name:  Hunt  Plavground 
Location:  Almont  Street 
Acreage:   17.81  A      Site  Type: 


No. 


Mr-2 


Multi-Purpose  Park 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Hunt  Playground  is  a  large  multi-purpose  park 
located  on  the  west  side  of  Almont  Street  near 
its  junction  with  Blue  Hill  Avenue.  The  park  has 
very  limited  road  frontage.  In  addition  to 
entrance  from  Almont  Street,  park  access  is 
gained  from  a  small  abutting  lot  off  Orlando 
Street  as  well  as  at  the  ends  of  Culbert  and 
Favre  Streets.  Ihe  eastern  hcilf  of  the  park 
consists  of  a  hi^,  dry  rocky  area  with  a  natural 
Oak  and  Black  Birch  woodland.  In  the  western 
half  of  the  site  belcw  steep  slopes  with  rock 
outcrc^pings  there  is  a  large  field  sports  area 
with  a  cricket  field,  softball,  little  league  and 
soccer  fields.  Along  Almont  Street  there  are 
tennis  and  beisketball  courts,  a  recreation 
building  and  a  small  playground  area,  A  stone 
wall  edges  the  park  along  Almont  Street. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 

Ihe  standard  park  built  elements  vary 
considerably  in  condition  frcm  good  to  unusable. 
The  sports  courts  are.  mostly  in  good  condition, 
however,  bacMDoards  need  repair  and  tennis  net 
poles  need  hardware.  The  playing  fields  are  in 
fair  condition,  however,  the  infields  need  major 
repair  and  reconstruction.  The  center  of  the 
soccer  field  is  badly  worn  and  the  soil  is 
ccnpacted.  The  two  playgrounds  are  in  poor  and 
minimally  usable  condition.  The  trees  are  mostly 
in  good  condition.  However,  recently  planted 
Linden  trees  have  not  had  their  guy  wires 
removed,  and  wires  are  starting  to  girdle  the 
trunks.  Grass  is  mostly  in  good  condition, 
although  not  well  maintained.  Renovations  to  the 
park  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 

The  presence  of  woodlands  and  mature  shade  trees 
as  well  as  recent  plantings  eilong  athletic  courts 
and  Almont  Street  give  Hunt  Playground  a  rich, 
peurk-like  character.  However,  inadequate 
maintenance,  vandalism  and  inapprcpriate  use  have 
caused  damage  and  deterioration.  The  limited 
amount  of  road  frontage  in  conjunction  with  the 
3-1/2  foot  stone  wall  make  park  supervision 
particularly  difficult  and  no  doubt  aggravate 
vandalism  and  use  problems.  Dirt  bikes  are 
causing  severe  damage  to  the  grass  in  places. 
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Access  and  circulation  is  very  limited,  and  every 
access  point  has  a  chain  across  it.  The 
northwest  park  edge  lacte  an  entrance,  and  holes 
are  cut  in  the  fence  to  provide  for  it.  Desire 
lines  in  the  park  indicate  a  need  for  further 
pathway  development. 

Equipment  in  the  play  area  is  inadequate  and  if 
there  is  a  need  for  a  playground  in  the 
neighborhood  more  equipment  should  be  added. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  NO. 


Neighborhood:  lAATTArAM 

Site  NameiWAUklEiZ  fUY^g^UMD   Site  Type:  R^;/l^t- 

Location:  Kic^t=QUg-. Acreage:  ^^k        3  A 

Evaluation  Teaim^p  f  ^tt 


Evaluation  Date-.    ^  )^  'b"^ 


Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  f<^^i/i^^'h^^/  J^clvt^ ,  L'^-(/i/^t 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Bleachers  -  unusable 

due  to  vandalism. 

Pedestrian  railroad 

bridge  should  be 

attended  to  - 

a  safety  hazard  due  to 

deterioration. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Weed  tree  growth  along 
fenceline  has 
demolished  bench. 
Sidewalk  surface  poor. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Location  of  fence  at 
base  of  retaining 
wall  creates  a 
condition  that  is 
very  difficult  to  keep 
weed  free. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

Playground  -  Concrete 
play  animals  and  timber 
climbing  structures. 
Note  fence  down  at 
corner  at  right,  and 
grass  worn  by  foot 
traffic. 


Site  Photograph  1 1 

V.'ood  fence  -  picket 
removed  and  nail 
points  protruding. 


Site  Photograph  12 

Playground  -  note 
broken  concrete  animals, 
benches  and  graffiti. 
Park  shelter  and 
ruins  of  old  house 
behind. 
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SITE  NC 
Site  Photograph  7 

Access  from  end  street 
well  used,  but  stair- 
ways badly  deteriorated. 


Site  Photograph  8 

View  across  field 
towards  tennis  and 
basketball  courts. 


Site  Photograph  9 

View  towards  play  area. 
Condition  of  paved 
surface  varies. 
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^^^ 

Site  Photograph  4 

Fencing    removed.      Weed 
growth   along   edge 
unsightly. 
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Site  Photograph  5 

Unkempt  access  from 
Norfolk  Street.   Over- 
grown planting  gives 
walkway  a  feeling 
of  lack  of  safety. 
Abandoned  tennis  court 
at  right. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Entrance  to  park  from 
Norfolk  Street  area 
unmaintained.   Dumping 
of  trash  and  building 
materials. 
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Neighborhood:  Matlapan 

Site  Name:  Walker  Playground 

Location:  Norfolk  Street  and  Milford  Avenue  Extension 

Acreage:  3.0  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Walker  Playground  is  a  somewhat  rectangular  park  between  the  Conrail  railroad 
tracks  on  the  south  and  Norfolk  Street  on  the  north.  To  the  west  is  Milford 
Avenue  Extension  and  an  undeveloped  lot.  To  the  east  are  residences  and  the 
dead  end  of  Astoria  Street  Two  houses  on  Norfolk  Street  are  inholdings  within 
what  would  otherwise  be  a  rectangular  park. 

A  playground  and  open-air  shelter  are  located  on  the  comer  of  Norfolk  and 
Milford,  behind  which  is  a  puddingstone  outcropping  with  the  ruins  of  a  stone 
building.  The  park  contains  tennis  and  basketball  courts  and  Softball  fields. 
Adjacent  land  uses  are  residential,  for  Conrail  and  undeveloped. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Standard  park-built  elements  vary  considerably  in  condition  firom  good  to 
unusable.  The  basketball  and  two  tennis  courts  are  in  fair  condition,  and  in  need 
of  hardware  and  new  fixtures  in  several  cases.  Two  tennis  courts  are  unusable 
and  need  to  be  entirely  renovated.  The  play  structures  are  in  poor  to  unusable 
condition.  The  softball  fields  need  new  infields  and  one  new  backstop.  The 
outfield  grass  is  fair  and  not  well-  maintained.  The  trees  are  in  fair  condition  and 
the  lawn  is  worn  and  unmowed  in  many  areas. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  topography,  rock  outcroppings  and  naturally  occurring  tree  growth  are 
special  scenic  features  of  Walker  Playground.  With  the  exception  of  the  circula- 
tion system,  its  overall  layout  is  good.  However,  the  park  is  severely  vandalized 
and  poorly  maintained.  It  appears  unkempt  and  uncared  for,  and  many  facilities 
barely  function.  Dumping  of  trash  and  the  deteriorated  fence  along  Norfolk  Street 
give  the  park  an  unattractive  and  uninviting  appearance.  The  circulation  system 
does  not  adequately  respond  to  entrance  from  Astoria  Street,  and  there  are 
prominent  desire  lines  that  have  developed  as  a  result  The  location  of  tennis 
courts  in  the  east  end  of  the  park  is  isolated  and  creates  a  narrow,  alley-like 
passage  between  courts  and  adjacent  residences.  The  design  of  recent  improve- 
ments has  created  unmowable  grass  strips.  The  remains  of  a  railroad  overpass 
should  be  inspected  for  stability  and  most  likely  removed. 
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NeighborhcxDd:  Mattapan 

Site  Name:  Walker  Playground 

Location:  Norfolk  Street  and  Mil  ford  Avenue  Extension 

Acreage:   3.0  A        Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  Mr-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Wcilker  Playground  is  a  scmevrtiat  rectangular  park 
between  the  Conrail  railroad  tracks  on  the  south 
and  Norfolk  Street  on  the  north.  To  the  west  is 
Milford  Avenue  Extension  and  an  undeveloped  lot. 
To  the  east  are  residences  and  the  dead  end  of 
Astoria  Street.  Two  houses  on  Norfolk  Street  are 
inholdings  within  what  would  otherwise  be  a 
rectangular  park. 

A  playground  and  cpen-air  shelter  are  located  on 
the  comer  of  Norfolk  and  Milford,  behind  which 
is  a  puddingstone  outcrcpping  with  the  ruins  of  a 
stone  building.  The  park  contains  tennis  and 
basketball  courts  and  softball  fields.  Adjacent 
land  uses  are  residential,  Conrail  use  and 
undeveloped  land. 

Standard  park  built  elements  vary  considerably  in 
condition  frcm  good  to  unusable.  The  basketball 
and  two  tennis  courts  are  in  fair  condition,  in 
need  of  hardware  and  new  ap^xjrtenances  in  several 
cases.  Two  tennis  courts  ctre  unusable  and  need 
to  be  entirely  renovated.  The  play  structures 
are  in  poor  to  unusable  condition.  The  softball 
fields  need  new  infields  and  one  new  backstcp. 
The  outfield  grass  is  fair  and  not  well 
maintained.  The  trees  are  in  fair  condition  cind 
the  lawn  is  worn  and  unrocwn  in  riany  cur^as. 

The  topography,  rock  outcroppings  and  naturally 
occurring  tree  grcwth  ctre  special  scenic  features 
of  Walker  Playground.  With  the  exception  of  the 
circulation  system,  its  overall  layout  is  good. 
However,  the  park  is  severely  vandalized  and 
poorly  maintained.  It  appears  unkempt  and 
uncared  for,  and  many  facilities  barely 
function.  Dumping  of  trash  and  the  deteriorated 
fence  along  Norfolk  Street  give  the  park  an 
unattractive  and  uninviting  appearance.  The 
circulation  system  does  not  adequately  respond  to 
entrance  fron  Astoria  Street,  and  there  are 
prcaninent  desire  lines  that  have  developed  as  a 
result.  The  location  of  tennis  courts  in  the 
east  end  of  the  park  is  isolated  and  creates  a 
narrow,  alley-like  passage  between  courts  and 
adjacent  residence.  The  design  of  recent 
inprovements  has  created  unmcwable  grass  strips. 
The  remains  of  a  railroad  overpass  should  be 
inspected  for  stability  and  most  likely  removed. 
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The  play  structures  are  almost  entiirely 
non- functioning  and  require  ccnplete 
reconstruction . 
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Neighborhood:  NAAotxpAiKI 

.  jite  Name;  "mElTPg-D  eT-  Ft^p .     Site  Type:   PUci  M" 
Location:  THHrFOfz-o  j  evAjo^       Acreage:  c>.(/^  Al 
Evaluation  Team:  41^  ^M"  Weather  Conditions: 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  park  from 
Evans  Street.   Mature 
shade  tree  around 
edge.   Empty  tree  pits 
behind  standing  figure. 


Site 

Photograph 

2 

View 

across  basketbs 

11 

court 

and  paved  free 

play 

area.   Shows 

brick 

wall  dividing 

sports  from  play- 

ground. 

Site 

Photograph 

3 

Trash 

build-up  and 

^eed 

growth  along  fence 

line 

on  Thetford 

Avenue. 

( 


1 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Picnic  area  -  broken 
tables  and  overgrown 
planting  strip  make 
space  unattractive. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Timber  play  structures 
and  swings.   Sand 
level  too  low. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Playground  safety  rail- 
ing at  top  left  of 
slide  missing.   Concrete 
footings  exposed  -  both 
safety  problems. 


Neighborhood:  Mattapan 

Site  Name:  Theiford  Street  Playground 

Location:  Thetford  Avenue  and  Evans  Street 

Acreage:  0.69  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Thetford  Street  Playground  is  a  rectangular  park  on  the  comer  of  Thetford 
Avenue  and  Evans  Streets.  A  sitting  area  with  a  large  adjacent  playground  is 
located  on  the  comer.  The  sitting  area  is  shaded  by  a  grove  of  linden  trees.  In  the 
north  comer  of  the  park  is  a  basketball  court  with  an  adjxent  paved  area  for  free 
play.  There  are  two  entry  points  into  the  park. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  benches  and  sports  lights  are  in  good  condition.  Most  of  the  fence  is  in  fair 
condition.  The  picnic  tables  and  some  sections  of  the  fence  are  in  poor  to 
unusable  condition.  The  basketball  court  surface  is  in  good  condition.  One  of  the 
backboards  needs  replacement.  The  playground  equipment  is  mostly  in  fair 
condition,  but  requires  immediate  repair  of  some  equipment  and  sanding  of  rough 
surfaces.  The  sand  play  surface  is  in  poor  condition  and  needs  replenishment 
The  trees  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition.  The  grass  is  very  poorly 
maintained. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Inadequate  maintenance,  excessive  pavement  and  insufficient  entrances  give 
Thetford  Street  Playground  an  unattractive  and  uninviting  appearance.  The  play 
equipment  appears  to  be  heavily  used  and  needs  more  regiilar  repair  than  it 
receives.  The  picnic  area  is  overgrown,  vandalized  and  therefore  not  a  comfort- 
able place  to  use.  Broken  glass  is  a  major  problem  in  the  park.  Holes  in  the 
perimeter  fence  and  desire  lines  indicate  a  need  for  more  access  points  and 
improvement  of  the  path  system.  The  Evans  Street  entrance  needs  an  access 
control  stmcture  to  prevent  cars  from  being  driven  into  the  park. 


X-6 


V 


?»>».  r-- 


Nei(^Tborhood:  Mattapan 
Site  Name:  Thetford  Street  Playground 
Location;  TTietford  Avenue  and  Evans  Street 
Acreage:   0.69  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No. 


Mr-4 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Ihetford  Street  Playground  is  a  rectangular  park 
on  the  comer  of  "Ihetford  Avenue  and  Evans 
Streets.  A  sitting  atrea  with  a  large  adjacent 
playground  is  located  on  the  comer.  The  sitting 
cirea  is  shcided  by  a  grove  of  Linden  trees.  In 
the  north  comer  of  the  park  is  a  basketball 
court  with  an  adjacent  paved  area  for  free  play. 
There  are  two  entry  points  into  the  peirk. 

Ihe  benches  and  sports  li^ts  are  in  good 
condition.  Most  of  the  fence  is  in  fair 
condition.  The  picnic  tables  and  seme  sections 
of  the  fence  are  in  poor  to  unusable  condition. 
The  basketball  court  surface  is  in  good 
condition.  One  of  the  backboeirds  needs 
replacement.  The  playground  equipment  is  mostly 
in  fair  condition,  however  requires  immediate 
repair  of  seme  equipment  and  sanding  of  rough 
surfaces.  The  sand  play  surface  is  in  poor 
condition  and  needs  replenishment.  The  trees  are 
for  the  most  part  in  good  condition.  The  grass 
is  very  poorly  maintained. 

Inadequate  maintenance,  excessive  pavement  and 
insufficient  entrances  give  Ihetford  Street 
Playground  an  unattractive  and  uninviting 
appearance.  The  play  equipment  appears  to  be 
heavily  used  and  needs  more  regular  repair  than 
it  receives.  The  picnic  area  is  overgrcwn, 
vandalized  and  therefore  not  a  comfortable  place 
to  use.  Broken  glass  is  a  major  problem  in  the 
park.  Holes  in  the  perimeter  fence  and  desire 
lines  indicate  a  need  for  more  access  points  and 
inprovement  of  the  path  system-  The  Evans  Street 
entrance  needs  an  access  control  structure  to 
prevent  ceirs  frcm  being  driven  into  the  peirk. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  N\>nTVP»<u 
Site  Name ;  VJ  \  ua^cw  Wood 
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SITE  NO. 


Location:  Vivutgw  Vioftp 

Evaluation  Team:   gl4 

Evaluation  Date:    ^^3  i^7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:   fev^^jpj 


Site  Type:  (Jrb^ 
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Acreage:  Q'KjK 


Weather  Conditions: 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Unusual  slate  rock 
outcropping. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Dumped  material 
covers  entire  site. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Abandoned  cars  and 
debris  dumped  on  site, 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Severe  erosion, 
presumably  from  play, 
on  slopes. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Adjacent  vacant  site 
used  for  dumping. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Open  meadow  of 
adjacent  site  to  north. 
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Neighborhood:  Mattapan 

Site  Name:  Willowwood  Rock 

Location:  Winston  and  Willowwood  Roads 

Acreage:  0.16  A 

Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Willowwood  Rock  is  a  small  parcel  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Willowwood  Road. 
A  significant  area  of  vacant  land  lies  to  the  north  of  the  site.  Residences  abut  the 
property  to  the  east  and  south.  The  site  is  mostly  wooded  except  for  the  area 
adjacent  to  the  road,  which  is  covered  with  abandoned  cars.  There  is  a  rock 
outcropping  within  the  woods  with  a  steep  slope  above  it,  which  is  eroding  from 
foot  traffic.  The  land  direcdy  to  the  north  is  a  long  rectangular  site  about  two- 
thirds  of  which  is  meadow  adjacent  to  the  road.  This  site  also  exhibits  rock 
outcroppings,  steep,  eroding  banks  and  a  section  of  stone  wall.  This  area  of 
Mattapan  has  a  large  number  of  vacant  parcels  of  land. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Willowwood  Rock  has  some  outstanding  natural  features,  but,  it  has  been 
severely  disturbed  by  dumping  of  refuse,  from  domestic  rubbish  to  vehicles. 
There  is  no  area  of  the  site  without  debris,  and  a  major  cleaning  effort  will  be 
needed  to  restore  the  site.  The  city-owned  land  is  quite  small.  However,  if  the 
adjacent  vacant  parcel  were  to  be  incorporated,  there  would  be  sufficient  room  for 
park  or  community  garden  development. 
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Neighborticod:  Mattapan 

Site  Name:  Willcwwcod  RocJc 

Location:  Winston  and  Willcwwood  Roads 

Acreage:   0.16  A       Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


No. 


Mr-18 


Site  Descxiption: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Willcwwood  Rock  is  a  snail  parcel  of  land  on  the 
east  side  of  Willcwwood  Road.  A  significant  area 
of  vacant  land  lies  to  the  north  of  the  site. 
Residences  abut  the  prcperty  to  the  east  and 
south.  The  site  is  mostly  wooded  exc^Jt  for  the 
area  adjacent  to  the  road  vAiich  is  covered  with 
abandoned  cars.  There  is  a  rock  outcropping 
within  the  woods  with  a  ste^  slcpe  above  it 
v^iich  is  eroding  fron  foot  traffic.  The  land 
directly  to  the  north  is  a  long  rectangular  site 
about  tWD-thirtis  of  which  is  meadcw  adjacent  to 
the  road.  This  site  also  exhibits  rock 
outcruppings,  steep,  eroding  banks  and  a  section 
of  stone  wall.  This  cirea  of  Matt^Jcin  has  a  large 
number  of  vacant  peircels  of  Icind. 

Willcwwood  Rock  has  seme  outstanding  natural 
features.  Hcwever,  it  has  been  severely 
disturbed  by  duitping  of  everything  frctn  dcmestic 
rubbish  to  vehicles.  There  is  no  area  of  the 
site  without  debris,  and  a  major  cleaning  effort 
will  be  needed  to  restore  the  site.  The 
City-cwned  land  is  quite  small.  Hcwever,  if  the 
adjacent  vacant  parcel  were  to  be  incorporated 
there  would  be  sufficient  rcon  for  park  or 
ccnmunity  garden  develcptvent. 
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vt«  number 

1504 


site  name 


Wniowwood  Rock 


ownership    , 

City  of  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department) 


dinrict 

Mattapan 


address  ^^f^ 

wniowwood  street         18 


7.2a8's.f. 
0.16  acres 


tJfi^^ift.   60' 
high  pt.   80' 


zoning 

R-8 


'..  Natural  charactaristics: 


Massive  slate  rock  outcropping,  Ash  trees,  flat  vacant  land. 


2.  ViwaJ  charactarittics: 


Open  field  with  scrub  growth!  and  rock  outcropping  bounded  by 
a  dense  residential  devel9pment. 


3.  Oivanity  within  sita: 


Rocks,  trees,  scrub  growth. 


4.  Charactaristics: 
primary 

tMondary 

tartiary 


Rock  outcropping. 
Vacant  land. 


5.  Surrounding  anvironmant: 


Dense  residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accassibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Wlllowwood  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  sita: 


Fair;  some  dumping. 


8.  Potantial  davelopmant: 


Unknown 


9-  Significanca  of  sita: 


Geologically  significant  exposed  rock. 


10.  Data  surveyed: 
Commants: 


<. 


December,  1974 

The  rock  on  this  site  Is  the  same  that  1s  found  under  Beacon  Hill. 
The  presence  of  this  rock  this  far  from  Beacon  HUl  is  unique. 
Interesting  educational  opportunities  exist. 
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